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HAMILTON. 

BT A. BOTD HAMILTON, HARKISBURG, PENNSTLVANIA. 

This history of those who carried the name of Hamilton 
from Scotland to Ireland in the tumultuous days from 1585 
to 1650, shows how important and numerous it was, proving, 
also, its high social position. To gather what I have con- 
densed into this brief sketch has taken many years and the 
examination of volumes not easily accessible in libraries, 
public or private. I hope my descendants, particularly 
those of our family name, will value and preserve it. It is 
evidence of a respectable and influential ancestry. I have 
endeavored to avoid traditional reminiscences, and have not 
alluded to them, unless I had reasonable proof of their 
truthfulness. 

In 1585 the emigration of Scots from the Lowlands to 
Ulster, Ireland, commenced, and for forty years " came," as 
a diarist of the time expresses it, " like a flood." "When the 
miserable tribal wars of the north of Ireland were termi- 
nated, about the time of the accession of James I. of Eng- 
land, the conquered land " was a devastated waste." Sur- 
veyors, lawyers, speculators, adventurers, and commissioners 
came from England, authorized to occupy a tract of country 
almost as uncivilized as our present Indian territory. It 
was determined to reclaim this territory by allotting out the 
land to " Servitors," nearly all Scots. 

From 1606-12 the government offered " allotments," upon 
certain conditions of improvement, to these Servitors, who 
generally were Scotch nobility and gentry. As a rule, these 
parcels contained acreage of good land and an uncertain 
area of " black land," the former about one thousand acres, 
the latter frequently ten times as much, made up of " fewes 
or woods," hills and bogs. 

It is stated that nearly ten thousand Scots came to Ulster 
in these years, under this form of ownership. The most 
numerous and respectable of this immigration bore the name 
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of Hamilton, In the history of this remarkable transaction 
it is most frequently mentioned, and acquired a very large 
share of the forfeited lands. The head of one branch was 
James Hamilton, Lord Abercorn; another Hamilton, Lord 
of Endervick ; another John Hamilton, also an Abercorn ; 
this last the most thrifty of all the lords and sirs of the 
name. He erected " Hamilton Bawn" or fort, and resided 
there. At his death, many years after, he left forty thou- 
sand acres of " good" and as many more of " black" land 
and " fewes or woods" to his very large family of eleven 
children. He carried no title, being addressed as Esquire. 
He was " one of the big men of Ulster." It is possible he 
came from Criekness, in Scotland, and had a brother, Sir 
Claude. Three sons out of seven, whose names were John, 
James, and Robert, have come down to our times. His 
daughters married into noble families. His main residence 
was near the Blackwater River. Most of the Hamilton 
name who came to America between 1680 and 1760 are of 
this descent. John Hamilton, of " Hamilton Bawn," I have 
every reason to suppose, from record and tradition, was 
father of Robert, who was father of another John, who was 
father of James, who was father of John Hamilton, born 
1704, married Isabella Potter in January, 1735, came to 
America on the ship " Donegal," landing at New Castle, 
Delaware, September, 1741, where his wife died. In 1748 
he married his second wife, Jane Allen.* She was born in 

' Descent of Jane Allen Hamilton. 

Admiral Thomas Allen— 1638 : '40. 

I 

Bobert Allen. 

\ 

Commodore Thomas, 1713— Jane, 1715— Eliza, 1720— Mary, 1725. 



m. John Hamilton (l»t) 1748. 



Capt. John Hamilton (2d) m. Margaret Alexander. 



Hugh Hamilton m. Bosanna Boyd. 
A. Boyd Hamilton m. Catharine L. Naudain. 
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1715, in Chester County, died in 1791, and is buried at 
Harrisburg. 

Their only son, John, born 1749, died at Harrisburg 
1793, and is buried there. Among the numerous Johns of 
his descendants, he is known as Captain John Hamilton, 
" of Fermanagh," now in Juniata County. His son Hugh 
was my father. 

From various sources, — papers in possession of the family, 
tradition, and my own extensive research, — the descent from 
John Hamilton, of " Hamilton Bawn," is as follows : 

1. John, of the Bawn, born 1585, emigrated 1608-10, died 1660, aged 
seventy-five years. 

2. Kobert, his son, born 1616, died 1680, aged sixty-four years. 

3. John, his son, born 1645, died 1695, aged fifty years. 

4. James, his son, born 1670, died 1716, aged forty-six years. 

5. John, his son, born 1704, died 1755, aged fifty- one years. 

6. John, his son, born 1749, died 1793, aged forty-four years. 

7. Hugh, his son, born 1785, died 1836, aged fifty-one years. 

The Hamilton migration previously to 1620 consisted of 
the following heads of families : 

Sir Claude, of Endervick. 

John, " of the Bawn." 

James, of Keckton. 

George, — two of this name, cousins. 

Robert, son of the Duke of Hamilton. 

Sir Alexander. 

John, Lord of Arran. 

Francis, son of Claude. 

Francis, " son of the Duke." 

Gordon, Lord Aberdeen. 

Margaret, of Litterkinney. 

Eliza, of Cavan. 

Frederick, son of George, 1619. 

William. 

Sir Archibald, of Edmeston, 1636. 

James, ancestor of the present Duke of Abercorn. 

Seventeen large families of this name, with servants and 
farm stock. Claude and the two Georges had, 1613, thirty- 
"Voii. XVII. — 12 
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two houses, " many horses, 300 cows, with stock to match," 
and " 2000 acres in process of improvement." 

With this flood " by the name of Hamilton" came several 
hearing the name of Boyd, of the family of Kilmarnock, 
among them an Adam Boyd, whose son Adam, thirty years 
after, was a " Captain of horse, under King Charles I." 

I have also ascertained that in 1733 the Rev. Baptist Boyd, 
who married John Hamilton and Isabella Potter, lived at 
Aghalow, or Agaloe, in county Tyrone, near the waters of 
the Foyle. 

E.ev. Mr. Boyd married John Potter to Sarah . Cap- 
tain Potter was first sheriff of Cumberland County, and 
ancestor of the Potters, Greggs, and Curtins of Centre 
County. John Hamilton 1st and John Potter were brothers- 
in-law, and came to America together. 

Eev. Mr. Boyd also married Colonel Adam Reed, in 1784, 
to Catharine Wood. They came to the " big bend of the 
Swatara" about 1740; Reed was the important man of this 
part of the Kittatinny Valley. One of his daughters married 
John Harris, of Harris Ferry ; another, Robert Whitehill, of 
Cumberland County. 

Archibald Edmeston Hamilton, in 1636, married Jane, 
daughter of Archibald Hamilton. This connection, or a 
remarkable similarity of names, is preserved in the family 
of John Hamilton 3d, of Juniata, a grandson of John Ham- 
ilton let and Jane Allen. John 3d married an Edmeston. 
His son Hugh 2d a lady of the same race. 

The family of Isabella Potter, who married John Hamil- 
ton, was an only daughter, Katharine Hamilton, who mar- 
ried, in 1760, Colonel James Chambers, of Franklin County. 
She was half-sister to John Hamilton 2d ; died at " Ludlow 
Station," now Cincinnati, January 14, 1820, aged eighty- 
two years. Had name Chambers : Sarah Bella, Ruhamah, 
Charlotte, Benjamin Chambera. 

Sarah Bella Chambers married Andrew Dunlop, of Cham- 
bersburg; second, Archibald McAllister, of Fort Hunter, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania; first marriage issue name 
Dunlop. No family by second marriage. 
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Huhamah Chambers married Dr. Thomas Scott; issue 
name Scott. 

Charlotte Chambers married Israel Ludlow ; issue name 
Ludlow. Second, David Riske ; issue name Riske. 

Benjamin Chambers, an ensign when fifteen years of age, 

married Penn, of St. Louis. He resided, in 1827, near 

Saline, Missouri ; issue four sons and two daughters. He 
died about 1835, aged seventy-five years, and I infer from a 
comparison of dates that he was the eldest child of General 
Chambers. 

In 1874 the number of living grandchildren of General 
and Mrs. Hamilton-Chambers was seventeen, all residing 
west of Pennsylvania. 

See " Hamilton Record," 1874. 



Jane Allen, second wife of John Hamilton, son of James, 
had an only child, John Hamilton, of Fermanagh, who 
married Margaret Alexander, daughter of Hon. Hugh Alex- 
ander, of Shearman Valley, December, 1772. Her descent, 
children and grandchildren : 

1660. Thomas Alexander, Glasgow. 
1700. John Alexander. 
1724. Hugh Alexander. 
1754. Margaret Alexander. 
1785. Hugh Hamilton. 
1808. A. Boyd Hamilton. 

The children of John and Margaret Hamilton were : 

Jane, who married General John Kean. 

Martha, who married James Alricks, Esq. 

John (or 3d), who married Francesca Blair Edmeston. 

Hugh, who married Bosanna Boyd. 

Margaret, who married Moses Maclean, Esq. 

Catharine Allen, who married General Jacob Spangler, of York. 

They had a family of eight children ; two died young. 
Their daughter Jane had five, Martha seven, John nine, 
Hugh nine, Margaret three, Catharine six,— in all of the first 
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and second generation, fifty-seven; an average age at death 
of about fifty years. The family of Jane became extinct in 
1885. 

Before entering into family details it is proper to preserve 
the following incident in the life of Captain John Hamilton 
to show how greatly he was respected when only twenty- 
five years of age, and how active and earnest he was before 
the Revolution in sustaining the efforts made to obtain in- 
dependence. 

Subscriptions " in aid of the suffering brethren in Bos- 
ton" were, made in Fermanagh Township, Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania, in the year 1774, and forwarded to 
the " Boston committee" by Captain Hamilton. The farm- 
ers of the Juniata Valley appear to have opened their 
purses for the " pore of Boston" in a very cheerful and 
liberal manner. In money they were very poor, in patriot- 
ism and charity very rich. All that is known of the con- 
tributors of this particular section is the following, collected 
from the Hamilton papers : John Hamilton, Sylvester Moss, 
John Martin, William Stewart, James Eiddell, Samuel Ten- 
nis, John Tennis, William Riddell, William Ray, Samuel 
Ramsey, Arthur Cunningham, Joseph Leech, James "Wil- 
liams, James McKim, James Crampton, John Kiplar, 
Michael Quigle, John Martin, James Gallagher, Charles 
Cunningham. 

Most of these names are found upon the day-books of 
Mr. Hamilton, on the assessment rolls, and as soldiers under 
his command in 1776-78. The amount of money contributed 
by these gentlemen was about seven pounds Pennsylvania 
currency. The largest subscriptions were by John Hamil- 
ton and William Stewart, ten shillings each. A pound was 
$2.66.6 : 7s. 6d. to the pound. 

I now present a sketch of the active life of Captain John 
Hamilton. The simple narration of his possessions in real 
and personal property is sufficient evidence of an intelligent 
and prosperous man who had great capacity for affairs. In 
his books of account the penmanship is uniform and clear, 
his orthography excellent. Indeed, his whole career can be 
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traced with great exactness, including his military services, 
for the twenty years of his short life ; he was only forty- four 
years of age when he died. He was a pure and excellent 
gentleman, whose character was formed in the toilsome 
surroundings of a frontier residence, and has come to his 
descendants without a stain upon it. All persons with any 
pride love to know of their forefathers, and none more than 
those whose ancestors assisted in council or in arms to com- 
pact the elements which have given us our present system 
of personal and political freedom. The great landholder of 
Ulster was followed by worthy successors that seem to have 
inherited a passion for land from the Scot, the owner of so 
many acres of good and bad land, mead and moor, in Ty- 
rone, Fermanagh, and Donegal Counties, of Ulster. 

About 1754 John Hamilton Ist, of Chester County, pur- 
chased one hundred and fifty acres, with a saw-mill, in 
"Toboine," now Perry County, situated on Muddy Run, an 
affluent of Shearman Creek; also a fulling-mill. He willed 
this to John Hamilton 2d, of Fermanagh. An equal share of 
his property was left to his other child, Katharine Hamilton, 
wife of General James Chambers. These were his only 
heirs. 

In 1766 John 2d, but seventeen years of age, his guardian, 
or his mother, Jane Hamilton, purchased " about 210 acres 
in Toboine." 

In 1768 the same parties purchased a mill and land on 
Cocalamus, " across the Juniata." 

In 1769, when nearly twenty-one years of age, he pur- 
chased " a farm in Toboine," now Madison Township, Perry 
County, — the present Loysville, — of three hundred and fifty 
acres. Nicholas Loy purchased one hundred and forty-nine 
acres of this tract after his death. 

In 1770 he purchased a distillery " on Cocalamus." 

In 1771 he purchased five hundred acres in Juniata County, 
and erected a mansion-house, yet standing. He called it 
" Fermanagh," and its owner was thereafter known as John 
Hamilton, of " Fermanagh," to distinguish him from other 
John Hamiltons in Tuscarora Valley and Armagh Town- 
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ship. Here he had the greatest general store in all the 
region for thirty miles. From his account-books before me 
I learu how extensive and diversified his business was from 
1771 to the time of his removal to Harrisburg in 1785-86. 
His grandson, Hugh 2d, is the present owner of part of this 
beautiful estate of "Fermanagh," and has his residence 
here. He has many other papers of my grandfather's 
estate. 

In 1780 he purchased " Oakland," of two hundred acres, 
on Lost Creek, where he had previously erected a saw-mill, 
and as soon as possible after this purchase he built a grist- 
mill. 

Hugh Alexander, the father-in-law of John Hamilton 2d, 
purchased, February 3, 1755, three hundred and forty-four 
acres of land in Toboiue. At the death of Mr. Alexander, in 
February, 1778, Mr. Hamilton took it all, as well as the land 
of David Edmeston, adjoining, purchased in 1766, com- 
prising three hundred acres. His plantation was supposed 
to be seven hundred acres. A survey after his death makes 
it six hundred and fifty-two acres, which fell to my father, 
Hugh Hamilton, of Harrisburg, as well as four hundred 
acres of David Edmeston, — in all, about eleven hundred 
acres. 

In 1789 John Hamilton purchased the Galbraith land, 
one hundred and twenty-five acres, where the present State 
Hospital is erected ; also one hundred and fifteen acres of 
what was left of " Penn's Manor of Paxton." This covered 
from the creek to the Susquehanna, comprising part of the 
Sixth and Seventh Wards of Harrisburg, and some land 
above in the present Susquehanna Township. 

In 1785 he purchased Lot No. 21 of John Harris, on 
Front Street, west corner of Blackberry Alley, and in 1789, 
of John Carson, the lot southeast corner of Market Square 
and Market Street, erecting the first brick houses in the new 
town of Harrisburg. Among the family papers is the fol- 
lowing, showing the valuation and apportionment of this 
estate : 

" Memoranda of the appraisement of different tracts of 
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land in the counties of Mifflin, Cumberland, and Dauphin, 
belonging to the estate of John Hamilton, late of Harris- 
burg, deceased, — viz., 1793-94. 

First — Alricks: Two tracts on Lost creek, Mifflin county, 
supposed to contain 188 acres, including a grist and saw 
mill now in the possession of James Alricks . . . £1,200 

Second — John Hamilton : The old place, ' Fermanagh,' in the 
possession of William Wray, supposed to contain about 498 
acres and allowance 2,300 

Third — Alricks : A small improvement right near Thomp- 
son's Town, supposed to contain about 60 acres . . . 15 

Fourth — Alricks : A tract on Cocalamus creek, including an 
old saw mill adjoining lands of David Boies and one Fry, 
supposed to contain about 270 acres and allowance, value 

in Mifflin 375 

Value in Mifflin county . . £3,890 

Fifth — H. Hamilton : A tract of land in Cumberland county, 
adjoining lands of Henry Cunningham and George Eobin- 
son, Esq., containing about 344J acres and allowance . 1,722.10 

Sixth — H. Hamilton : Two tracts of land in said county, sur- 
veyed in Et. of John Hamilton and Hugh Alexander, ad- 
joining the last mentioned tracts, containing in the whole 
about 305 acres and allowance 286 

Seventh — H. Hamilton : An improved right in said county, 
adjoining lands of the Eev. Mr. Linn, supposed to contain 
about 54 acres, and said to be surveyed on a warrant . . 75 

Eighth — H. Hamilton : A tract in said county, surveyed in 
right of D. Edmeston, adjoining H. Alexander on the south- 
west, and said to contain about 400 acres .... 150 

Value in Cumberland county £2,233.10 

Mnth — Kean : A tract of land in Dauphin county, adjoining 
lands of John Forster and others, on the east side of Pax- 
ton creek, containing 240 acres 3,720 

Tenth — J. Hamilton : A lot of land on Susquehanna river, 
containing about 40 acres, neat measure .... 1,000 

Eleventh — Kean : A three story brick house, corner of Second 
and Market streets 1,100 

Twelfth — Kean : Another three story brick house, adjoining 
the latter 760 

Thirteenth — J. Hamilton : A house and full lot of ground on 

the Bank corner of Blackberry alley 1,140 

Value in Dauphin county . £7,720 
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Mifflin . 


£3,890. 


0. 0. 


Cumberland . 


2,238. 


10. 0. 


Dauphin 


7,720. 


0. 0. 



£13,843. 10. 0." 



Personal property of all kinds, exclusive of slaves, £7000. 
John, of Fermanagh, was taxed for a slave in 1775; in 
1778 for two, no rate or amount given ; in 1781 for 

two, value £23 or $62.00 

1785, for 2 slaves, value 55 or 147.00 

1810, for 3 " " 50 

1813, for 3 " " 100 or 266.67 

1817, for 3 " " 75 

1822, for 3 " " 50 

The last four rates upon this personalty disappeared after 

1823, but some of these slaves resided with John 3d, of 
Fermanagh, until 1830. One man of them became a pros- 
perous farmer in Northern Ohio. I played with the young- 
sters of this happy family in my early youth, and well 
remember the fun we had. 



